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Snch are the obserraUons of NatalU Alexander oa this 
passage ; and as the best Roman Catholic divines agree 
with him that this text has no reference to Pnrgator}', we 
think it scarcely worth mentioning, that St. Chrysostom 
interprets the whole passage of the dangers which may be 
incurred in this life by one who omits to be reconciled to 
his adversary ; and understands judge, officer, prison, &c., 
in their most literal sense. 

We think, then, we have said enough to show that the 
two passages which " Amiens " has brought forward are 
Utterly insufficient to establish the doctrine of Purgatory ; 
»nd wc would beg of him to examine further the statements 
of Scripture on the subject. Now we are very certain that 
if the doctrine of Purgatory be true, clear, and explicit 
statements of it will be found in the Scripture. Our Lord 
and his Apostles did not seek to moke converts by conceal- 
ing from them any of the suiferings to which Christians 
should be liable. Our Saviour exhorted those who came to 
join thtmsclves to him to count the cost well beforehand : 
and he candidly told them that in this world they should 
have tribulation, and that they who had persecuted him 
would also persecute his followers. Now, we may be very 
enre that he who so faithfally acquainted his disciples with 
all the sufferings they should have to bear in this life would 
not keep secret from them^ny they should have to endm*e 
in the world to come. 

Besides, if the Komish theory be true, the sufferings to 
be endured in Purgatory may bo much shortened by men's 
prayers, and penances, and suiferings in this life. If this 
theory be true, then it is impossible but that, among all 
the advice which is recorded to have been given by 
our liOrd to his disciples, and by the Apostles to their 
converts, we shall find some directions as to the means 
of shortening or escaping these dreadful suiferings here- 
after. And among the consoLations which are recorded 
to have been given by onr Lord and his Apostles to their 
disciples suffering under persecution, we shall surely 
find some mention made of the effect of those earthly 
afflictions in shortening the torments of Purgatory. But 
if nothing of this kind can be found in Scriptiu'e ; if the 
only sufferings which the believers in Christ were in- 
formed they should have to Ixiar, were the persecutions of 
this life — the only terror of the Lord denounced against 
evil-doers were the toi-ments of hell; if the Christians 
were comforted with the hope that, ' when absent from 
the body, they should -be present with the Lord' — that 
'when the house of their earthly tabernacle should be 
dissolved, they should have a building of God, a house not 
made by hands, etern.al in the heavens' — that ' they who 
die in the Lord should rest from tlieir labours,' then we 
think that it is a reasonable iuference from the silence of 
Scripture as to such a phace as Purgatory, that our Lord 
and his Apostles did not know of its existence. 



TO THE EDITOR OF THE CATHOLIC LAYMAN'. 

Sir — As a subscriber to the Laymak, I hope yon will 
have no objection to afford me, from time to time, some 
information which I am desirous of obtaining. 

I have re.ad attentively, in your last number, an arti- 
de, headed Purgatory, in wliich you give extracts from 
a work attributed, vou .>iay, to St. Patrick, entitled '■ Tlie 
Three Habitations.^' Now, what I want to know from 
you is, to which of those habitations do children go, wlio 
may happen to die without receiving b,aptism V and, also, 
was it in a fourth habitation the soul of the liedeeraer was 
from Ins death till the resurrection ? 

I hope you may oblige me by enlightening me on 
these points in the columns of the next number of the 
Layman. 

Your obdt. servt., 

Walter Plunket. 

Longhrea, March, 1852. 

We shall always be happy to afford to our correspon- 
dent whatever information we possess or can obtain. It 
is a duty which wc always discharge with pleasure; 
bnt we cannot undertake to give any more information 
upon any point than what Christ and his Apostles have 
given to the world. We believe tli,at tliere must be a vast 
deal more " in the world of spirits" than Christ has 
thought fit to reveal to us at present ; but we believe that 
Christ revealed to his Apostles all that it was nccessanj 
and profitable for us to know at present. And St. Paul 
says he kept back nothing that was profit.able to us. — 
Acts, ch. XX., V. 20, Douay Biljle. Beyond what is so 
revealed, our only wisdom is to confess our ignorance, and 
to live as men who look for their Lord's .appearing, wiien 
all hidden things shall be made plain. 

We cannot tind that Christ or his Apostles have told 
us the destiny of children who die unbajitized, and, 
therefore, we cannot pretend to know it. But we are 
sure that Christ knows it ; .and Ave are also sure that 
the Judge of all the earth shall do right. To him, 
therefore, we leave it ; not without this ground of hope, 
that he " died for all" (2 Cor., chap, v., v. 14, Douay 
Bible), and that " He is the propitiation for our sins'; 
and not for ours only, but also for those of the whole 
world." — 1 John, chap, ii., v. 2. It is enough for us 
that we have Christ's gracious invitation to bring our 
children to him. If any neglect to bring them, Christ 
will do what seems good to him. 

Nor do we see how this questiqn is at all plainer to 
those who believe the common doctrine of Purgatory. 



For these children have immortal souls, which shall live 
for ever. But Purgatory will not last for ever ; and 
what place are their souls to be in afterwards ? 'There- 
fore, supposing a Purgatory does not solve the diffi- 
culty. 

With respect to the second question — "Was it in a 
fourth habitation the soul of the Redeemer was, from 
his death till his resurrection? — we answer thus, 
Da^-id said, in the 15th Psalm, v. 10 (Douay Bible) — 
" Thou will not leave my soul in hell ;" and, St. Peter, 
in the 2nd chap, of Acts, tells us, that David, l)cing a 
prophet, spoke this "of the resurrection of Christ" — 
V. 27, 30, 31. But what place is here mcimt by 
"Hades" or hell, has heen a somxe of great difference 
of opinion among the Fathers. 

We know that the spirit of man exists in the interval 
between death and the resurrection of the body. We 
know tliat God has it somewhere. We know that onr 
Saviour spoke of Lazarus being "in Abraham's 
bosom" CLuke, chap, xvi., v. 22, Douay Bible) ; and of 
the rich man being " buried in hell" — same verse. 
This was after they were dead, and before the resurrec- 
tion of the body. Wc know that these places were 
" afar off" from each other (v. 23), and separated " by a 
great chaos" (v. 26). We believe (with all the Fathers), 
that Abraham's bosom was a place of happiness, though 
not so perfect in glory as the state tliat shall follow the 
resurrection. AVc see no difficulty in supposing that it 
may be connected with heaven, or even as part of it, 
just as the hell in which the rich man was " buried" 
may be a part of the hell of the damned, or at least 
connected with it. Thus we may easily account for 
St. Patrick counting only "three habitations" — 
namely, heaven, earth, and hell. 

Now, whether "Hades," to which our Saviour 
went, be a name which includes the place called 
"Abraham's bosom," and also that "hell" to which 
the rich man went; or whether the term "Hades" is 
applied to the latter alone, is a question which the 
Scriptures do not seem to decide, and about wliich 
the Fathers, therefore, differed widely. AVe, therefore, 
think it wise not to assert anything positively, where 
we cannot be certain. 

To either of these places our Saviour went when he 
" descended into hell. It miiy be to both. The woi'ds 
which 'our Saviour spoke, when on the cross, to the 
thief who wjis djing" beside him — " This day thou shalt 
be with me in Paradise" (Luke xxiii. 43), are thouglit, 
with great reason, to be spoken of the place called 
" Abraham's bosom ;" while the words, " he descended 
first into the lower parts of the earth" (EpU. iv., t. 9), 
and also the words, " he descended into hell," are 
thought, by m.iny, to refer rather to the Iiell of the rich 
man. Whichever place it was, or ii he went successively 
to both, there is no need of St. Patrick counting a 
"fourth habitation," because he must have looked on 
one of these places as belonging to heaven, and the other 
to hell. 

Our correspondent should rememlxir wh.it we quote 
St. Patrick's work for. Simply to prove that St. 
Patrick did not believe in Purgatory, and that it was no 
part of the religion wtich he taught the Irish. If our 
correspondent means to find fault with the omission, 
why lie is coudomning the religion of St. Patrick, that, 
is all ; and making out St. Patrick a Protestant. 

We think it clear that " Abraham's bosom," and the 
" hell" in which the rich man was buried, cannot be 
" Purgatory," according to the common notion ; because 
" Abraham's bosom" was, clearly, a place of happiness ; 
and between it and the rich man's " hell" there is fixed 
a great chaos (or gulf, as the Protestant Bible has it). 
So that they who would pass from thence to you, 
cannot, " nor from thence come hither.^' — Luke xvi. 2G, 
Douay Bible. Abraham does not say to the rich, man, 
" Pray to the Blessed Virgin," or " get the Priest to 
say masses for you ;" but he plainly tells him — " You 
cannot from thence come hither." Surely that cannot 
be Purgatory. 



ON TRANSFBSTANTIATION. 

to the EDITOR OF THE CATHOLIC LAYMAK. 

Sir — Conscious that I am neither talented nor educated 
suflnciently to convey my thoughts on an important 
subject in a suitable style, I feel considerable diffidence ; 
bnt as you will not expect that every layman who reads 
your paper will be educated, you will not ungenerously 
criticize a communication from one of them on that 
score. The subject, which led to the few observations 
I intend to offer, is contained in an article in your paper 
of the 1 7th inst. on transubstantiation. Now, it appears 
to me that tlie communication you received bearing the 
Enniscortliy post mark, is conclusive on the point ; and 
that your observations on it are sophistical. You say, 
that of the three passages he has quoted, these words 
only, " tliis is my body," were spoken at the institution ; 
all the rest were spoken on another occasion, at least a 
jear before the sacrament was iastituted. I apprehend 
yon mistake your correspondent, for no intelligent Ca- 
tholic supposes they were ; but that they had allusion 
to the institution is plain, for upon that occasion, dis- 
coursing of the bread of life, our Saviour propounded 
the doctrine of the real presence, and promised that 



which he afterwards ^d give at the inititution, his body. 
If, as I think is pretty clear, you use this by way of inu- 
endo, or insinuation, to induce an inference, that because 
they were not spoken at the institution, that therefore 
the force of the words used at the institution (which do 
not admit of cavil) was weakened, this yon know would 
be a mischievous error, .lud well calculated to do much 
harm to ignorant pcofjle. Your case of Judas amounts 
merely to a captious objection, and, if used with a dispo- 
sition to falsify, or contradict the words of Christ, it 
would unquestionably be blasphemy. That the case of 
Judas docs not scne your argument, I think I will be 
able t3 show. But suppose it to apply, would it not 
tell with equal force against the Protestant interpreta- 
tion of the text ? for you must admit, thiit eternal life is 
promised to whosoever cateth Christ's flesh, which yon 
say means that spiritual nourishment which Christ gives 
to those who faithfully use that sacrament which he has 
appointed for them. If you are right in that intrepre- 
tation, then it follows that it was according to the Pro- 
testant belief Judas ate it, yet he perished : .and so you 
founder there. True, you qn.ilify it by saying 
faithfully use it ; but .as the words " faithfully use it" 
do not appear in the text, it may bo inferred that 
they are an addition of your own. If there is any diffi- 
culty in the case, the true solution otit is found'in the 
1st Epistle of St. Paid to the Corinthians—" Therefore^ 
whosoever shall eat this bread, or drink the chalice of 
the Lord unworthily, shall be guilty of the body and of the 
blood of the Lord — xi. 27. But let a m.an prove himself : 
and so lei him eat of that bread, and drink of the cha- 
lice — 2?. For he that cateth and drinketh unworthily, 
eateth and drinketh judgment to himself, not discerning 
the body of the Lord — 21). Tliercfore are there many in* 
firm and we.ak among yon, and many sleep — 30." Judas 
ate unworthily, and thereby incurred judgment. It is 
iti this light a Catholic views the subject, and proves 
himself, by sincere and humble confession, as prescribed 
by St. James ; and by praying to God for grace to be 
truly contrite : then, with a lively faith* and an anima- 
ted hope, receives the bread of life, and avoids judgment. 
I am, with a sincere desire for your salvation, which 
charity dictates, your obedient, &c. J. B, 

" J. B." need fe.ar no criticism from us, except what is 
intended to bring out the truth. 

Our Enniscorthy correspondent appeared to ns to 
speak of the discourse in i ohn vi. as if delivered at the 
institution of the Lord's Supper. " J. B." is- probably right 
ill supposing that this w.as a mere inadvertence or over- 
sight ; but it was not the less our dutj-, when he pub- 
lished that letter, to point out this oversight, because, 
if we had not done so, some of' our readers might have 
been led into error by it. 

We do not distinguish the time at which that discourse 
was spoken " by way of inucndo or insinuation," that 
the discourse could not have been spoken of the institu- 
tion : but we use it to prevent any inuendo or insinua- 
tion that the discourse must li.avc been spoken of the 
institution, in order tliat the question, whether it were so 
spoken or not, may be considered on its own merits. 

"J. B." thinks it " plain" tliat this discourse w.as spoken 
of the s;icranient. We have already stated, that the 
Fathers differed aljout this question ; and how, then, can 
it be so plain to " J. B. ?" 

We must now add, that many of the most learned 
Roman Catholic divines have publicly maintained, that 
Christ did not speak of the sacrament in that discourse. 
Our space is brief ; so we mention here, as the maintainers 
of this opinion, only Cardinal Cusanus,t Cardinal Caje- 
tan,J and .ilneas Sylvius,l| who was afterwards Pope. 
AVe could give a dozen more as high authorities. Now, is 
it quite plain to " J. B." that he must be right in contra- 
' dieting all these ? Let him remember tiiat the Council 
of Trent, with the Pope at its head, could not venture 
to say which opinion was right ; how then can " J. B. ?" 
Is it by his " private judgment?" 

Our argument was this — Christ said in that discourse 
" IF ANY HAN eat of this bread he shall live for ever.'''' 
Judas ate the bread which Christ blessed at his last 
supper, and that very right Judas perished for ever. 
The question is, did Judas eat that bread of which 
Christ said, " if any man cat of this bread he shall live 
FOR EVER ?" We say, Judas did not eat of the bread of 
which Christ spoke these wortls : " J. B." says, Judas did 
eat of it : which of us contradicts the words of Christ ? 

" J. B." thit;ks that we v.aiit to alter Christ's words — 
" If any man eat of this bread," and that wc want to 
have it thus, " if any man faithfully eat of it," whereas 
he think it should be, " if any nun worthily eat of it," 
as if "faithfully" and "worthily'' weie not pretty 
much the same in this case. But " J. B.'' mistakes as 
much. We do not want to put " fiiithfully" or " worthi- 
ly," or any other word, into the words of Christ. It is 
" J. B." who, by his own confession, wants to add to the 
words of Christ, by putting in the word " worthily" 
where Christ did not put it. We take the words of 

• In the most literal sense of the text of the institution. 

t NicoiBi I>e Cusa, Cartlinalis opera. Basle, l;>65. EpUt. 3 de nltl 
Cotnmuniouis. Ad llohemos, p. Ho8, S4l. 

t Evansel. comm. Thomse De Vio CajetanU Paris, 1513, torn. 8» 
p. '20b, b. Joannis, cap. vi. 

D Xnex Sylvii Ficcolominei (Pius II.). Basle, IWl. Dialoga*. 
contra Bobemos Epbt., lib. i. p. 672. 
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Christ, " if any man eat of this bread he shall live for 
mer." We take the words as they are ; we take Chrut's 
own words, that he himself was that " bread of life." We 
believe that every one who feeds on Christ as the bread of 
life, every one teithout exception^ shall live for ever. la not 
this to take Christ's words as they are, and to believe 
them? But " J.B.," with his present opinions, cannot do 
this. Christ says, " if any man eat of this bread he shall 
live for ever." "Oh, no! ("J.B." must say), for many 
eat and perish : this is not trne of ant man, but only 
those who eat worthily ; and so, to make it true, we 
must say 'if any man eat worthily, he shall live for 
ever.' "This proves that "J. B." mistakes of what bread 
Christ spoke, since he is driven to alter Christ's speech ; 
and that we do not mistake, since we take Christ's words 
as they are. We repeat again, that when the discourse 
is of feeding on Christ himself as the bread of life, we do 
not want to put in " faithfully," or " worthily," or any- 
thing else ; but when we speak of lecBiving the sacra- 
ment of the body and blood of the soul, then indeed we 
put in the word " worthily" or " faithfully," as St. 
Fanl has taught us to do. For thfre, indeed, the dis- 
tinction is necessary ; for they only who eat it worthily 
do feed on Christ, the bread of life. 

.This, too, is worthy of notice, that our Saviour was 
contrasting the bread which he would give with the bread 
which Moses gave the Israelites from heaven — that is, 
the manna. Our Saviour says that they that ate Moses's 
bread died; but if any man eat of Christ's bread " he 
shall live for ever.'' 'This is the contrast, than any man 
who eats of this bread camwt die; and this cannot be 
said of the bread in the sacrament. Is this a Protestant 
argument? We care not; we learned it from Car- 
dinal Cajetan, one of the greatest divines of the Roman 
Church! (upon John vi., torn. iii. Paris ed., 1543.) 

We conclude with a passage from St. Augustine's 
sermon on the xcviii. Psalm ( xcix Protestant version ), 
to which we entreat "J. B.'s" earnest attention. St. 
Augustine quotes the 3rd verse of the discourse in John 
vi. — " It is the Spirit that quickeneth (or maketh 
alive), but the flesh profiteth nothing ; the words that 
I have spoken imto you, they are spirit, and they 
are life." And St. Augustine thus explains them — 
" Understand spiritually what I have said ; ye are 
not to eat this body which ye see ; nor to drink that 
blood which they who crucify me shall pour forth. 
I have commended unto you a certain mystery ; spiri- 
ttially imderstood it will quicken." 

We shall be happy to hear from " J.B." again. But 
we advise him to keep in mind, while he is writing, that 
what he takes to be rank Protestantism in our pages, we 
may be able to show has been maintained, not only by 
eminent Fathers, but by the most learned cardinals and 
most famous divines in Uie Roman Catholic Church. 



FARMING OPERATIONS FOB APRIL. 

(I torn the Irish Farmers' Gasette.J 
Fbom the very fine seed-time we have lately had, it 
must be the farmer's own fault if his grain and potato 
crops are not in a very forward condition. 

Oats. — The sooner in the month the breadth intended 
for oats is sown the better. 

Barley. — Sowing should be completed as early in the 
month as possible. If intended to be laid down with 
clover and grass seeds, the siurface should be rendered 
as fine as possible, by the liberal use of both harrows 
and rollers. Immediately after sowing the barley, then 
sow the small seeds, bush-harrow, and roll. 

iT!ax, if not already sown, should now be committed 
to the earth without delay. The soil best adapted for 
this crop is a rich, deep loam. The best 6bre is pro- 
duced after a lea com crop, or after corn preceded by 
a manured crop. The land should be well pulverized and 
thoroughly clean ; the surface rendered as fine as pos- 
sible by repeated harrowings and rollings. Roll before 
sowing ; sow the seed broadcast, by the hand, or by a 
drilling-machine, from which the coulters must be re- 
moved, and cover with a light harrow, drawn first one 
way and then across, and finish with the roller. Three 
and a half bushels of cle^n seed will sow the Irish acre ; 
but it is better to sow too thick than too thin ; the seed 
should be well sifted and cleaned of all foreign seed, 
which will otherwise vegetate and give great trouble 
in weeding. There is no better crop to sow clover and 
grass seeds with than flax, as far as the after crop is 
concerned ; but the manufacturers complain that the 
bottom part of the flax stems is much injured by 
clover, when luxuriant. They do not object so much 
to sowing carrots, in drills, which, after the flax is pulled, 
may be thinned and hoed. 

Spring Vetches. — A breadth of land sufficient for con- 
sumption in July or August, should now be sown. In 
small establishments, it would be well to make two 
sowings, one at the beginning and the other about the 
middle of the month. 

J'otato planting should now be finished off without 
delay; as a general rule, the tubers should be planted 
before they begin to shoot out. Those previously 
planted will soon be coming up, and, if planted in 
drills, no time shotUd be lost in harrowing down the 
tops of the drills lightly, otherwise they will come out 
at the sides ; and on their first appearance, monld 
them np with the doable mooU-board plough, which 



will protect them from frost, which invariably kills 
all the exposed potato shoots. If planted in ridges 
or "lazy-beds," they should be lightly pointed over, to 
break the winter's crust and destroy the ftnnnal weeds, 
and, when just coming over the surface, a little fine 
earth should be raised from the furrows, and scattered 
over the beds, to protect the young stalks from frost. 

Carrots and Parsnips. — ^No time should now be lost in 
finishing off the intended breadths of carrots and pars- 
nips. When sown so late as the present, the seeds 
should be prepared beforehand, by mixing them with 
damp sand, and keeping them in a dark, warm place; 
after the first three or four days, they should be turned 
over daily, and, if getting dry, sprinkle the mass with 
a little tepid water. They shoold be sown as soon 
as they exhibit symptoms of vegetating, which wiH 
vary according to the temperature they are kept in ; 
the period may be hastened by putting the seeds, mixed 
as above, in the bottom of the cucumte or melon frame, 
or plunging them, enclosed in a bag, in a warm dung- 
heap ; they, should be examined daily. The carrot 
seeds should be rubbed between the hands, to remove the 
little awns by which they adhere to each other, and 
insure their even distribution when sowing. 

Preparation for Green Crops. — ^The preparations 
for the general class of green crops — such as mangel- 
wurzel, Swedes and other turnips, carrots, parsnips, 
cabbages, &c. — being the same ; and presuming that Uie 
previous instructions have been attended to and followed 
up, as to the deep cultivation of the land by the spade 
or plough, during the autumn and winter, with the sub- 
sequent harrowings, cross-ploughings, and cleansings, 
to bring the land into a perfectly fine tilth, it is then 
in a proper state to receive the manure. Some open the 
drills first, at such distances apart as to receive the cart- 
wheels — that is, in every breadth of five drills ; the horse 
walks in the centre, and the two wheels travel in the 
drills at either side, and the two outside drills are va- 
cant as the carts pass along ; the manure is dropped at 
regular distances, a man assisting to drag it out of the 
cart with an iron drag, made like a dung-fork or grape, 
with the tines crooked or bent. To faciliate this opera- 
tion the carts are famished with a tilting bar, so that they 
be thrown up in front to the bottom, forming an in- 
clined plane, at various angles. Men or women follow, 
to spread the manure equally in the drills, which are 
immediately closed by the double mould-board plough. 
This may be done equally well by the single mould-board 
plough, but it takes double the time. The drills are then 
rolled down, and the seeds sown, and again rolled. Thus 
the work goes on very regularly and expeditiously ; but 
this mode is open to some objections ; one is, that the 
bottoms of the drills in which the horse and cart-wheels 
travel, are very much beaten, and a sort of pan or im- 
penetrable floor formed, which, though not much affect- 
ing the potato or turnip crop, is highly objectionable 
with tap-rooted plants, such as mangels, carrots, parsnips, 
or chicory; another objection is, that from the carts 
turning and crossing the drills, they are much broken 
down and obliterated, and the manare, from this cause 
alone, cannot be evenly covered, and it is altogether a 
slovenly method. 

That practised by others, and which is free from those 
objections, is to mark the field all over with the pWgh, 
both lengthways and across, at parallel distances of 
one statute perch apart, thus forming squares of a perch 
each ; the manure is then drawn out and dropped in 
small, regular-sized heaps on the points where the lines 
intersect each other, leaving the first breadth of a perch 
at the side where the plough is to open the drills un- 
dunged. Men and women are then placed along the 
line at regular intervals, counting off to each man so 
many heaps, whose duty will be to take the manure 
with a three-pronged fork, if it be long farm -yard 
manure, or with a shovel, if it be compost or short 
manure, and deposit it evenly in the drills as the plough 
p^es along opening them. Another plough follows, 
spHtting the ridge and covering the manure. Each man 
should have his portion finished before the plough re- 
turns, opening another drill : thus there will be no ne- 
cessity for the men crossing or walking on the undunged 
drills. The drills are then rolled down, sown, and 
again rolled. If the field be long, say over 20 or 30 
perches, it will be necessary to lay off the centre space 
between every 6 or 8 jperches as a cart-track, throwing off 
3 or 4 lines at each side, from which the carts divei^e to 
drop the manure. This beaten track must afterwards 
b3 ploughed up and harrowed. This method has much 
to recommend it The permeability of the bottoms of 
the drills is much better preserved, the tap- rooted 
plants meet with no obstractions, the manure is laid on 
evenly, and the quantity per acre exactly regulated, 
and the men have their portions lotted out with the 
gieatest regularity. Hence, there is no complaining, 
no confusion, but every thing goes on with regularity 
and despatch. 

Mangel-wurzel should be sown by the end of this or 
early next month. The seeds should be steeped for 4S 
hours before sowing, then set to dram, and dried witli 
wood or other ashes. To produce heavy crops they re- 
quire a very liberal supply of manure. The seeds 
Aonld be dibbled in two or three in each hole, at 
15 to 18 inches apart, ia good loib and sheltered sitoa- 



tions, and at 12 to 15 inches apart in soils not so good or 
sheltered, getting from IJ to 2 laches cover; the driUi 
mitet not be less than fi^m 28 to 30 inches apart. 

Sugar Beet may be sown, and in every way managed 
similarly to mangel-wurzel. 

Swede Turnips should be sown about the same time 
as the mans el. They do not require so much manure; 
but from 1^ to 2 cwt of guano assists materially ia 
forcing an early braird and into rough leaf, out of tha 
reach of the fly. Sow with the drill machine, and, 
when fit for thinning, hoe and single them out to the same 
distance apart as recommended for mangel. 

Kohlrabi should now be sown, in beds of rich, clean, 
and well-pulverized soil, to be ready for transplanting 
out in drills in May and June. 

Chicory may be sown between the middle of the 
month and the 10th May ; the land prepared in the 
same way as for carrots or parsnips, in raised drills, from 
20 to 24 inches apart. 

Cabbages. — Sow a successional breadth of cabbage 
seed, for planting out by the end of May or early in 
June, and finish planting out the general crop withoot 
delay. 

Lucerne. — Sow by the middle of the month. The land 
should be deeply tilled, clean, and rich. Sow in rows 
12 inches apart: 16 or 18 lbs. of seed will sow the Irish 
acre. 

Saintfoin. — -The soil for saintfoin should be dry and 
rich ; the barley ground may be very profitably laid 
down with this crop. Sow broadcast about 4^ bnshell 
to the Irish acre ; harrow it well in with a fine harrow, 
and roll. 

Wlieat. — The winter-sown wheats, if intended for lay- 
ing down with clover and grass seeds, should, if sown 
broadcast, be now well harrowed, rolled, the small seeds 
sown, bush-harrowed, and rolled ; if the wheat has been 
drilled, it should be hand or horse hoed, to destroy 
weeds, levelled with the drill-harrow, the seed sown, 
bush-harrowed, and rolled. If the plant be too luxuriant, 
eat it down with sheep, or mow it, then roll and harrow ; 
but this must not be done after the seed-stems or culms 
begin to shoot, which would injure the produce. 

Beans and Peas, if sown in rows, should now be hand 
or horse hoed between. 

Fallows should get a good harrowing and cross-plough- 
ing some time in the month. 

Paring and Burning, where practised or requisite, 
should be attended to closely. Lands subjected to this pro- 
cess yield excellent crops of potatoes, turnips, rape, &c., 
and good after crops of com, after which they shonld 
get a full dressing of pufrescent manure for a green crop. 

Artificial Manures. — Wheat, oats, barley, and meadow 
lands may now be top-dressed with guano, superphos- 
phate of lime, gypsum, salt and lime some time mixed in 
compost, soot, &c., choosing wet weather for the pur- 
pose. 

Meadows, if not done before, should be cleaned and 
rolled without delay, removing everything that maj 
interfere with the scythe, and dig up dockings in wet 
weather. 

The Dairy. — It will now be necessary to make up the 
full complement of cows for the dairy, by a carefiu se- 
lection of in-calvers ; as they drop their calves, comfort- 
able house-room should be provided, with a moderate 
supply of roots and good, sweet hay, until the rye, win- 
ter vetches, and Italian rye-grass come in. Some rock- 
salt in their troughs will be useful at this period. 

Homed Stock should be carefully attended and well 
fed ; this will tell, after being put to grass, in the develop- 
ment of bone, muscle, and flesh before the end of the 
season. 

Fat Sheep must be kept up by a liberal supply of 
roots and hay, or they will fall off in condition rapidly. 

Ewes, with their lambs, should have a good bite of sweet, 
succulent herbage, rye, clover and rye-grass, to enable 
them to suckle their lainbs. If they suffer now from in- 
sufficient nutriment, no after care will restore them. 

Sows and Utters. — This is a good time for sows to far- 
row ; those expected to do so should be kept confined to 
their styes, which should be clean, warm, and well ven- 
tilated, and be supplied moderately with good, nourish- 
ing food; and stores kept in condition by a full supply 
of food. 

Manures. — Attend to the accumulation of manure ; 
turn over, break, and mix former collections ; clean 
out all the offices, yards, &c., and cart the manure to 
the headlands of such fields as are to be green-cropped ; 
bank it up, and cover well with dry eaith, to preserve 
the ammonia. 



MisEBiEs OF Indolence. — None so little enjoy life 
and are such burdens to themselves, as those who have 
nothing to do. The active only have the true relish of 
life. He who knows not what it is to labour, knows not 
what it is to enjoy. Recreation is only valuable as tt 
unbends us ; the idle know nothing of it. It is ex- 
ertion that renders rest delighfdl, and sleep sweet and 
undisturbed. That the happiness of life depends upon 
the regular prosecution of some laudable purpose or 
laudable calling, which engages, helps, and enlivens all 
our powers, let those bear witness who, after spending 
years in active nsefhlness, retire to enjoy themselves.— 
Jay. 



